
  

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Do you remember why you joined AAUW??? 
 
For some of you that was perhaps long ago, perhaps you no longer remember.  For others 
of us it was within recent memory. 
 
The first thing that sparked my interest was the annual book sale. I’d just moved to 
Brevard and was so impressed with the vast number of volumes that had been collected, 
priced, organized and then displayed; with the organization of categories; with the 

smoothness of the purchasing process; with the number of customers browsing the vast number of books on 
display;  and, of course, with the ladies so willing to help customers. I wanted to become a part of that 
operation! 
 
The second impression was in learning the mission of the organization as well as the goal of the book sale. 
Of course, I wanted to help other females go to college!  I’d worked most all my adult life – over 40 years- at 
two major universities but had somehow avoided joining AAUW.  When I learned the profits from the book 
sale all went to scholarships, I was moved. When I read in the TTimes the extent of profits, I was WOWed! 
 
The third appeal of this organization was it provided me as a new resident an opportunity to meet other 
women in our community. By nature I’m not an extrovert, but as soon as I let Carol Pohl know I was 
interested (OK, she was doing a great job promoting AAUW), she took me to a meeting where I learned of 
the interesting and informative programs presented most months. Then I heard from several members who 
invited me to some of the social activities. 
 
It wasn’t until I attended that first meeting that I realized the number of activities involved in AAUW. Last 
week I asked a presidential predecessor “just what does the Board consist of” (poor grammar, I know, but 
I’m accurately quoting myself), I was told “all your officers and committee chairs”……even if the ‘chair’ 
actually has no committee? Well, that means our Board consists of 37 women! That’s nearly 1/3 of the 
membership! (We currently have 126 members).  And was I fortunate to discover most of the “chairs” from 
last year were willing to continue in their positions another year!  That’s certainly true commitment but they 
can’t do it alone. (continued on page 2) 

Branch Meeting Tuesday September 14 at College Walk 
6:00 pm Potluck Dinner 

7:00 pm Program: “How AAUW Spent It's Summer Vacation” 
Learn the latest news on committees, annual projects, the budget, and convention activities.  

 
Hostesses:  Dottie Kociba and Susan Kish 

Bring a dish to share and your own table setting, coffee will be provided 
If your last name begins with A-D Entre, E-H Dessert, I-P Salad, Q-Z Vegetable 

 BREVARD BRANCH NEWS  
 
Breaking through barriers  Our 56th Year 

for women & girls A Platinum Branch September 2010 
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(Presidents message continued from page 1) 
Do you see where I’m going???  Most of the chairwomen are experienced in their positions. Most of those 
“chairs” do have committees. Some of those committees are in need of more members.  Some require less time 
or less involvement than others. Some are more “seasonal” so are better suited for our part-time population. 
But joining a committee should not be an overwhelming experience.  Choose one that reflects your personal 
interest. Talk with the “chair”. Attend a committee meeting to see if you feel it’s the right connection for you. 
There really is a place for everyone. 
 
At the September meeting there will be sign-up sheets on the tables. There will also be a description sheet ex-
plaining what each committee does and we’ll spend a few minutes answering questions about committee in-
volvement. If you are not already fully committed to an AAUW activity or project, please sign up! 
 
Sandy Tooman 

September 2009 Potluck Dinner 
Be sure to join us this year for great food and lots of conversation! 

2010-2011 Brevard Branch Budget 
If you are receiving this newsletter by US postal service, a copy of the budget is included. 
If you view the newsletter on the website, a copy will be sent via email. 
We will vote on the budget at the September 14 General Meeting at College Walk. 
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2010 Book Sale  
Another very successful sale providing scholarships for women and girls 

Meet Our WISE Adventure Camp Scholarship Winners  
November Branch Meeting 

 
The Brevard Branch of the American Association of University Women (AAUW) awarded schol-
arships to four Transylvania County middle school students to attend the WISE Adventure Camp 
at Clemson University in June. Sponsored by Duke Energy since 1997, rising eighth-grade girls 
participate in a one-week camp in which noncredit mini-courses in engineering and science are 
taught by Clemson professors. 
 
Mary Garrett and Catherine Lemel are students at Brevard Middle School.  Mary is the daughter 
of Ms. Catherine S. Garrett and Catherine is the daughter of Mark and Page Lemel. Casey Mesaeh 
and Chesney Reid are students at Rosman Middle School.  Chesney is the daughter of Jamie and 
Tammy Reid and Casey is the daughter of Kathleen Mallet.  The young women were chosen by 
the faculty at their schools based on their interest in and motivation to study science and/or math.  
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AAUW National Collegiate Conference for Women Student Leaders 

 
 I feel privileged to write this letter of appreciation, gratitude, and thanks.  The opportunity to attend an 
experience like that of the NCCWSL at no cost of my own, is still pretty unbelievable.  With the local 
AAUW’s support and encouragement I was able to gain salary negotiation skills, vocabulary concerning diver-
sity, as well as leadership expertise just to name a few. 
 After spending a beautiful day touring around our nation’s capital, my classmate and I met up with 
about 15 other students from around the world to head to our service project.  Though the conference was 
great, what happened on this service outing is no doubt what an opportunity like this is all about. 

We went to a home for women that otherwise would have no home.  Some of their stories include is-
sues of abuse, discrimination, drugs, and illness.  I was there to help clean up their outside space, pick weeds, 
plant some flowers, and listen.  A woman that was a resident of the shelter gathered the whole group together 
to tells us her story.  She was addicted to crack for at least a decade, didn’t graduate high school, and had no 
home.  Now she was sober, had a home, and had just received a full ride to nursing school.  Her story was sim-
ple, her tears were as sincere as her smile, and her pride was humbling.  The conference had yet to start and I 
already felt as though I had learned all that I needed to know. 
 As I entered an auditorium at the University of Maryland I was met by four hundred and ninety nine 
college aged women; most everyone was professionally oriented, most everyone was hungry to learn, and most 
everyone came equipped with a personal agenda influenced by years of higher education.   Honestly, I found 
myself feeling a bit threatened, challenged, and overwhelmed.  “What am I doing here?” I asked myself.   I 
had nothing to prove, I had no particular agenda, and I did not come prepared to compete with all of these 
young women for an entire weekend.   Though I wanted to run back to the women’s shelter; I am pleased that I 
stayed. 
 The rest of the weekend was riddled with discussions and lectures about politics, feminism, economics, 
culture, discrimination, confidence, and anything else one could think of to discuss.  We talked around, under, 
over, and through most issues young women in today’s climate might be confronted with.  There were five 
hundred different views, five hundred different opinions, and five hundred different voices. Needless to say I 
ended everyday knowing someone new, experiencing something unique, and understanding that I knew less 
than I had previously thought.  It was empowering and concerning all at once, and I suppose that’s exactly 
what it’s meant to be. 
 Unlike other students at the conference I don’t have plans of becoming an engineer, a politician, a doc-
tor, or the next President, but if there is anything I took from this experience it’s that I don’t have to be any of 
those things.  All I have to be is true to myself and true to those around me.  I’m not sure exactly what that 
truth looks like, but thanks to opportunities like this I am only becoming closer to my truth.  Thank you. 
 
Oslo Medley 

NOTE: Important Information for Members from Betty Runion 
1.   It is our responsibility to remember our arrangements that we have when having "copying" done for us. 
2.  We have an account with both Copy Works and Post Net.  At each, the member needs to remind the busi-
ness that we either have a special rate (Post Net) or we have a discount (Copy Works).  
3.  In the past, we have been able to adjust an error at Post Net.  It seems we cannot, at Copy Works.  Must tell 
Copy Works we are members of the local Chamber of Commerce to obtain the discount that is listed only on 
the receipt, not the statement. 
4.  Members must sign the receipt and note the exact reason. 
5.  Post Net keeps the receipts and sends said receipts with the statement.  Copy Works only sends a state-
ment.  The receipts are not included. The members will need to retain the Copy Works receipt and be certain 
that the treasurer receives it.  
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  BOOK GROUP 

 
AAUW book group meets on the first Wednesday of every month at 2 PM at College Walk.    
On October 6, 2010 we will discuss  

A Room With a View by E.M. Forster.   
 
For further information please call Carol Carrano at 883-3424. 
 
 

BRIDGE GROUP 
AAUW bridge will meet on the fourth Tuesday, the 28th,  of September, at  

the home of Carol Carrano.  If you have recently joined the branch,  
please call Connie Kay Hughes at 862-6654  

VOTER GUIDE COMMITTEE 
 
We got through the Primary season and the candidates have been whittled down now for the General Election:  
For U.S. Senate – Incumbent Senator Richard Burr (R) vs. NC Secretary of State Elaine Marshall (D) and Dr. 
Mike Beitler (L); For U.S. House – Incumbent Congressman Heath Shuler (D) vs. Mr. Jeff Miller (R); For 
N.C. Senate – Incumbent Senator John Snow (D) vs. Mr. Jim Davis (R); For N.C. House – Incumbent Con-
gressman David Guice (R) running unopposed. Our mission now is to get as many candidates as possible to 
fill out the AAUW Voter Guide questionnaire, if they did not do so for the Primary. If they did submit their 
answers previously, they now have the opportunity to revise their answers if they would like. We’ve given 
them a deadline of September 5th.  As these races are likely to be tough contests, we are hoping that candidates 
respect the voters in Transylvania County enough and also see it in their own self-interest to participate in the 
AAUW Voter Guide project. 
 
At our September meeting I will be reviewing our questionnaires and letting you be “Candidate for the Day” to 
see how you might answer some of these questions.  For example, which ideas for job creation do you sup-
port? How strongly do you support or oppose the President’s proposal to allow the 2003 tax cuts on incomes 
over $250,000 to expire, but extend cuts on lower incomes? 
 
After having candidates state what they see as their qualifications, these are our first two questions on the VG 
questionnaire for U.S. Senate and House seats. Looking over the questionnaire now, I am so impressed with 
the committee’s work on defining the prescient issues of the day.  I think this committee really nailed the hot 
issues for voters. It’s not so easy forecasting a year ahead of time what the electorate will think is important. 
Kudos again to Liz Bates acting as co-chair this past year and to committee members Sue Barrett, Jackie 
Hovey, Connie Keeney, Margaret Madgwick, Barbara Wolfe, and Kathy Johnson Zimmerman, our webmaster. 
They did a fabulous job. 
 
Before the meeting, check out the VG questionnaires on www.aauwbrevardnc.org and be prepared to be Can-
didate for a Day! And don’t forget to vote. Early voting starts October 14th at the Old Library building on Jor-
dan and South Broad Streets and runs through October 30th. Election day is Nov. 2nd at precinct locations. 
 
Carol Elliott, Chair 
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LEGAL AID FUND  
Case Support 
LAF is pleased to report the adoption of a new case, Foltz et al. v. Delaware State University. Fifteen members 
of the Delaware State University (DSU) women's equestrian team filed this lawsuit to challenge the school's 
decision to eliminate the team and replace it with competitive cheerleading. The suit, which alleges that the 
school failed to provide equal athletic opportunities to DSU's female students, has been approved as a class 
action. LAF is disbursing $11,500 to the Women's Law Project, the Philadelphia organization that  
represents the students, to bring an expert witness to the October trial. Read the AAUW press release for more 
information.  
 
Connie Keeney and Susanne Rowland, LAF co-chairs 

 
 

Christmas Luncheon 
When: December 14th—Tuesday 

Where: Overlook Clubhouse  
Connestee Falls 
Time: 12 noon 

Please mark your calendar— 
further information to follow 

 

COMING EVENTS 
Sept. 13 Board Meeting 
1:00 p.m. St. Philip’s Episcopal 

Church 
 
Sept 14 Branch Meeting 
6:00 p.m. College Walk 
 
Sept. 28 October Newsletter 

Deadline  
Sept. 28 Bridge Group 
 
Oct. 6 Book Club 
2:00 pm College Walk 
 

   CALENDAR SALES 
 
At the August AAUW Board Meeting, I told the group about changes in the folks that are 
now producing the Scull calendars that this Branch has been selling for many years.  Pre-
vious to the last year they were made here in North Carolina.  The family member that 
took over the business lives in Michigan and has been struggling to continue making the 
calendars while having to start anew.  It has been costly and they have had a lot to learn.  
This year we received 8 dozen and found that we could not sell them at our usual price of 
$5.00 and be assured that our sales would pay for the calendars.  It was decided at the 

meeting that we would sell them for $7.00 and let this year’s sale help us to decide about 2012.  I sincerely 
hope that you will continue to support this sale.  The calendars will be available at each AAUW meeting from 
September through December. 
 
Dorothy Bauer 


